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60 tunnes or thereabouts; appointing for commaunders in this
voyage James Lancaster, of London, gentleman, generall of the
fleete, Mun [i.e. Edmund] Barker, of London, viz-admirall, and
John Awdley, of Popler, neer London, their reare-admirall;
having in their company John Wats1, the sonne of Alderman
Wats, a proper and forward gentleman, full of resolution, and
Symon Boreman, sonne of M [aster] Boreman, owner of the
Salomon, a toward and likely youth.
These forenamed shippes, fully equipped and furnished with
all needfull provision moste royally, departed from Blackwall-
rood, neer London, in October last past, keeping our owne coast
close abourd; where they met with fowle weather, such gusts
and stormes that, the Salomon spending her mast not far from
Darkmouth, they put into harbour; and by the care and earnest
Industrie of the generall and other having charge were shortly
againe provided; which doone, the carcfull generall, loth to
make longer stay then was needfull, having a pleasing gale for
their purpose, put from Darckmouth the last of November
following, applying [i.e. plying], as winde served, for their
desired place. But, contrary to our expect2 (as God by many
favours tryeth His people), not fiftie leauges from our owne
coast wee lost the Salomon and the Virgine\ yet, being alone, in
hope to meet them about Graund Canaries or Cape Blanck, we
kept our course for the place; and, as God sent us favourable
windes, plyed untill we came to the Canaries; but could heare
no tydinges of our consorts, which greatly cumbred us. Thence
went wee bearing for Tinireef; where in the morning earely
wee had sight of a sayle, who, being becalmnd under the shoare,
was towing with their boate aheade, having one other at her
stearne. For this sayle we mande our boate, apointing our men
well for fight, if neede should serve them; but the cowardly
Portugales3, seeing our boate come, entred theirs and, leaving
the ship, sought to save themselves by flight. But our men, being
full of courage, hartned on with the brave, imboidning spcach of
our generall, and in hope of some better good by getting the men,
* The alderman had two sons of the name of John, but presumably the
one here mentioned was the eldest son (afterwards knighted), who must have
been under twenty at the time of the expedition.
a An old form of 'expectation.'                  * Spaniards (see p. 33).